
925 Bayshore Drive, San Leon      (281) 559-1991 

Happy Hour 8am – 11am Mon-Fri 
3pm – 7pm 

$1.50 domestics 
Open 8 AM Tues – Saturday 

Now Playing:Now Playing:Now Playing:Now Playing:    
Marina 
from Guppies  

Feb 3 & Feb 17  

Free pool all day every day! 

135 Grand Ave, Bacliff                    281 559-1122 

Live 
Bands 

Weekends  
 
 
 
 
 

——————————— 

Sunday  Specials 
$1.50 Bloody Marys & Screwdrivers 

——————————— 
HOURS: Monday thru Saturday  

10:30am til 2 am 

 
 

POOL TABLES 
 

VIDEO GAMES 
 

DARTS 
 

GREAT JUKEBOX 
 

LIGHTED PARKING 

Bacliff’s original neighborhood bar 

Beer – Pool – TV – Jukebox – Games 
& all the latest gossip 

HIRING DAY SHIFT 
 

OPEN 10 am Daily 
 
 

BEER OF THE DAY 
$1.25 
 

Domestic bottles 
10am-6pm 

 

Busch beer 
$1  

All The Time 

Horse sense is a good judgement which keeps horses from betting on people. 
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Preacher Matt Baker found guilty of murdering his wife 

The Minister And the MILF 
Pastor Matt Baker, aka the “murdering minister” was convicted January 20th in the murder 
of his wife, Kari Baker. Jurors in 19th State District Court deliberated more than six hours 
before finding the former Baptist minister guilty. He is expected to receive a life sentence. 

The prosecution’s star witness, an attractive blonde 24 year-old single mom named 
Vanessa Bulls, began by describing how she first met weasel-faced Baptist Pastor Matt 
Baker, who was applying for a job as preacher at the church she attended in the fall of 
2005. Bulls was a 7th grade Language teacher who had a toddler and was going through a 
divorce at the time. She said Pastor Baker offered free counseling, but used the sessions as 
an excuse to get into her pants. 

She said that within a few months, she and Baker had started a sexual relationship, and that 
soon after, he began planning his wife's murder. Baker first thought of  tampering with the 
brakes on his wife's car or orchestrating a drive-by shooting, Bulls said, but eventually he 
decided to kill his wife himself and make it look like a suicide. 

As Kari's family cried quietly in the courtroom, Bulls gave details she said Baker told her 
one week after Kari's death. He told her that he had bought chloroform online and had tried 
to purchase sleeping pills called Ambien. On the night of her death, Baker convinced his 
wife to take a pill that he said would enhance sexual experience, but was in fact a capsule 
filled with a sleeping medication. Baker told her that he then handcuffed his wife to the 
bed until she fell asleep and put a pillow over her face to smother her. Bulls told the court 
that after Baker thought his wife was dead, she moved and gasped. Baker freaked out, and 
again put the pillow over his wife's face until he was sure she was dead. 

Vanessa said she knew Baker planned to kill his wife, but never told anyone. She also said 
she lied to investigators for months, denying that she had an affair with Baker or that she 
knew anything about Kari Baker's death. She said she was afraid of Baker, especially after 
he emailed her lyrics to a song called "Dirty Little Secret." Bulls read to the jury the lyrics 
of the song's chorus: "I'll keep you, my dirty little secret. Don't tell anyone or you will just 
be another regret." She agreed to testify under a grant of immunity. 

Along with Vanessa’s testimony, prosecutors pointed out to jurors that the Preacher said in 
television interviews that he never saw his wife’s alleged suicide note until a Police officer 
later showed it to him. However, he is heard telling a 9-1-1 operator on tape that there was 
a suicide note. 

Baker also told the 9-1-1 operator that he had to stop 
doing CPR on his wife and hang up to unlock the door 
for the first emergency responders. One of those rescue 
workers, though, testified Baker was standing outside 
talking on the phone when he arrived at the scene. 

At first, everybody in Hewitt, Texas thought Kari 
Baker’s death was a suicide. She was still despondent 
over losing a child to cancer several years before. Even 
police ruled it a suicide, and no autopsy was done. 

But then some bad things started to surface about the 
grieving pastor. It turns out that he had been in trouble 
before. As a divinity student at Baylor in 1991, a fresh-
man coed claimed Baker sexually assaulted her. In 1994, 
after his marriage to Kari, Baker was accused by a 
church camp custodian of grabbing her in a bathroom 
and demanding sex. He was also accused of cornering a 
teenage girl in a storage room during the same month 
and making sexual advances toward her. In 1996, Pastor 
Baker was hired to run a YMCA youth program. Almost 
immediately, four different young women complained of 
his aggressive sexual advances. There were many more incidents over the next 10 years, 
including sexual advances and fondling of the teenage daughters of family members, 
church members, and acquaintances. Police were never notified and he was never fired. 

Once Matt’s dirty laundry started to come out, Kari’s family became suspicious. They 
hired a private investigator and an attorney. Telephone records, computer search records, 

and the exhumation of Kari’s body and subsequent autopsy 
all pointed to murder, and the case was eventually reopened. 

At trial, the pastor remained in denial. He continues to deny 
everything, saying each and every one of his accusers over 
the years has lied. He declares himself a martyr and has said 
he will continue to preach the gospel in prison. Perhaps he 
will also have an opportunity to continue to sexually seduce 
his followers – although he will have to make a change in his 
sexual orientation to do so. 

For 15 years after the first report of an attempted sexual as-
sault, the Baptist denomination never did one thing to stop 
Pastor Matt Baker. In spite of numerous complaints, they 
never took any steps to prevent future acts of depravity. In 
fact, Pastor Baker continued to climb the ladder of success in 
the church, gaining more income and prestige at each step, 

right up until after he was finally arrested. Surely those who let this evil murderer get away 
with his earlier offenses share some of the guilt for what later happened.  
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